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Overgrowth - threat to diversity

Grazing, burning and firewood collection over
hundreds of years have marked the coastal
landscape of Halland. But the open coastal heaths,
which were a common sights in the past, have
become overgrown. There are several reasons.
The need for wood and heather for heating and
cooking declined, farming was rationalised, and
nitrogen deposition caused by humans increased.
Overgrowth has led to many open landscape
plants and animals being crowded out and
becoming increasingly rare.

GRACE project

The EU funded project GRACE (Grazing

and Restoration of Archipelago and Coastal
Environments) started in 2010. The project is a
collaboration between the county administrative
boards in Vistra Gotaland, Halland, Blekinge
and Stockholm. The aim of the project has been
to restore overgrown pastures in places that are
difficult to access, for example islands. In the
county of Halland, more than 90 hectares had
been cleared by 2015. Besides on the islands of
Vindé, Broké and Kalvo in Kungsbacka Fjord,
clearance work has been carried out on Balgo,
Vendelséarna and on Ockerd and Méonster
outside Onsala. Burning has also been carried
out on Ménster, Ockerd, Broks and Vindo.

Burning of cleared
shrubs was part of
the restoration work
carried out under the
EU project GRACE
2010-2015
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Welcome to Kungsbackafjorden

Sun, swimming and fishing attract thousands of
visitors to Kungsbackafjorden Nature Reserve every
year. Here you can enjoy the beautiful Halland
coastal landscape with heather heaths, coastal
shores and bare rocks. Sheep graze on the larger
islands, keeping the landscape open. The reserve is
home to a rich flora and fauna. For example, more
than 240 species of birds have been observed in the
varied fjord environments. There is also underwater
diversity in the extensive eelgrass fields and algae-
clad rocky bottoms.

Find us: The islands in
Kungsbackafjorden can only be
reached by boat.

Regulations for visitors are
available on the County Admi-
nistrative Board website and on
signs in the reserve.

Halland County
Administrative Board
« tel. +46-(0)10-224 30 00

* www.lansstyrelsen.se/halland

Kungsbackafjorden Nature Reserve comprises 5247 hectares, of
which around 500 hectares are land, and was established in 2005. The
purpose of the reserve is, among other things, to protect and enhance
the marine biotopes, enhance the importance as a reproduction and
nursery area for wild animals, preserve the adjacent coastal shore
meadows with their rich birdlife, and to make the area attractive for
outdoor recreation. The reserve is included in Natura 2000, the EU-
wide network of nature protection areas.

This folder was co-financed by the EU LIFE+ fund and the Swedish Environmental Protection
Agency within the GRACE project — Grazing and restoration of archipelago islands.

© Production: Naturcentrum AB, Stenungsund 2015. Translation: M. Morris for //
S. Busam Golay, Stilren. Photos environments: Halland County Administrative Board. / ///
Photo sandwich tern: S. Hage. Photos other species: Naturcentrum AB. Illustrations: K/ / /4
P. Elfman (lapwing), M. Holmer (smew) and N. Forshed (other). 341804
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